
Click on any Go Digital logo
on a resource page you can

access . Free or paid .

ELT  BUZZ
G O  D I G I T A L

W H A T .   W H E R E .   H O W .   W H O .    

T H E  B A S I C S  T O  " G O  D I G I T A L "  W I T H  O U R  R E S O U R C E  L I B R A R Y .

Paid members can upload files in

their file manager to use with Go

Digital. They''ll be private. 

Teachers

The file will convert to digital and

appear on your /assignments page.  

Click "Assign" and assign it to

students!

Click on the link provided by

your teacher . Either on Google

Classroom or through an LMS

or email . 

Students

Students complete the exercises

with the annotation tools and enter

their name.  Then Save. Teachers get

notified of the submission. 

Students should copy the link of

their assignment so they can return

and finish it or see their grade. 
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I N TERV I EW  WITH  DAV ID  DEUBELBE I SS  

THE  FOUNDER  OF  ELT  BUZZ  TEACH ING  RESOURCES

BY ANDREW JUAREZ

A.J:  First off, why did you create the site at all? 

D.D:  Well, I've long supported English language
teachers with resources, training and community.
But times changed and I had to close EFL
Classroom (the tech was too old) but still wanted a
way to promote cutting edge teaching materials
and lessons - particularly using video and being
"materials lite" - so voila - ELT Buzz Teaching
Resources was born. 

A.J:  And so now, what's this Go Digital thing about? 

D.D:  The current pandemic has seen a big shift in
teachers using digital only materials.  Assignments
they have students do totally from their laptop or
tablet.  So, I've been working hard to come up with
a simple solution. Teachers need simplicity, not
complicated LMS's, feature overkill etc ..  They are
busy and need a quick way to assign material to
support their sychronous lessons. 

A.J:  What can teachers find on the platform? 

D.D:  A lot.  It's a huge library and I've made it easy
to search for what you want.  There are materials
for registered and paid members. I'm particularly
proud of our leveled readers series. I'm a big
proponent of extensive reading. But find prof.
development articles, instructional presentations,
exercise sheets, templates, graphic organizers,
flashcards, video based lessons  etc... Always new
stuff weekly! 

A.J:  Ok.  So how is Go Digital simple and helpful? 

D.D:  Teachers just need to click a button and they'll
get a link they can send their students to, to
complete the assignment.  When students save the
assignment, they'll be notified and can grade it,
comment in writing on the assignment. That's it.
There's a list of student submissions for each
assignment.  Our paid teachers can access the
whole library and also upload their own files to be
converted to digital materials to assign.  

https://resources.eltbuzz.com/about
https://resources.eltbuzz.com/about
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A.J:  That sounds super simple.  So let's talk ELT.
What things do you see as really important these
days? 

D.D:  As mentioned, ed-tech has seen a resurgence
and new eyes are focused on digital solutions. 
 Other issues I focus on are equity both for
students but especially teachers - the issues of race
and non-native speaking teachers.  Also, given the
changing industry dynamics - precarity. How so
many ELTers can't keep up financially as there is
disruption and a race to the bottom by employers.

A.J:  Besides ELT Buzz what are you doing these days? 

D.D:  I keep very busy. The moniker that I've
reluctantly accepted is "the hardest working man in
ELT".  So I'm building the news part of ELT Buzz.
Also reading to really market our resource library -
a low cost solution. I still help teachers using the
reading library I've  created Gif Lingua. Still don't
know what to do with it and if someone's reading,
contact me.  Open to partnering, selling or
providing to a reading foundation. It's a great
reading tool. 

A.J:  Where are you these days? 

D.D:  Nicaragua.  Mountain country, not the regular,
well-known beach or tropical areas. I've been
spending a lot of time in C. America the last decade
and love it. It keeps me fresh and alive.  I travel back
and forth from Canada to here and Guatemala. But
given the pandemic, kind of just on hold here in
paradise. 

A.J:  Ok.  To end. Got a favorite quote or thought to
share with teachers out there? 

D.D:   Tough one. Teaching has been so good to me
and that's why I give my all. "I keep what I give." 
 That thought lingers in me as I go about my work
each day. I really feel for so many teachers out
there, the vast majority, who give so much but don't
live in security, don't get their dues by society for
the so important job they do. I hope that changes. 

A.J:  Do you find it challenging, working remotely? 

D.D:  Not really. Since my days with EnglishCentral,
I've been working from a home office, so used to it. I
have a nice treadmill desk that keeps me healthy as
I work and conference remotely.  But I do miss 

face to face teaching. That's in my blood and I'm
convinced we'll always have and do need  that
"human" contact - too much is lost through the
video medium.  But teaching that is suitable to
distance learning should go online. Same with work.

https://resources.eltbuzz.com/about
https://eltbuzz.com/collection/news/?sort=date-desc
https://giflingua.com/
https://eltbuzz.com/staying-teacher-healthy/

